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It was certainly not the best way for the season to come to an abrupt halt - there was still very much to play 
for.  Every team in the league was either fighting for the play-off place, which included ourselves, or to keep 
clear of the final relegation place, which could have been one of six teams.  West Hartlepool and Huddersfield 
were already relegated. 
 
The 1st XV, on their day, were good enough to beat any team in North One East league. At Christmas we 
were top, but a poor January losing three out of four left us in competition with Moortown and Cleckheaton 
for 2nd place behind York who were rightly promoted.  As a squad of players, our skills were good and we 
played some very attractive rugby.  Our downfall was our size and physical presence when coming up against 
the bigger sides.  I think we would have ended up 3rd or 4th in the league. which would have shown a true 
reflection of our season. A huge thanks to Stuart, Kyle and Mitchy for their time, effort and commitment - it 
is hugely appreciated by the club.  We also wish Kyle the very best of luck in his new role as head coach at 
Otley. 
 
The 2nd XV had their best season for many years.  At Christmas, they had got into the top six of the Premier 
League.  The beating of Wharfedale (for the first time) and Sheffield Tigers away were the highlights of the 
2nd half of the season which, come April, would have left us 2nd or 3rd in the league - a fantastic effort.  The 
appointment of Chris Young as coach had a big impact on the team’s success.  It was very much a squad of 
senior players rather than a 1st and 2nd XV.  A big thank you to Chris.    
 
The 3rd XV continued as the team to beat in the Merit League and would have qualified for the play-offs.  A 
mixture of youth and experience blending to make another successful season.  Rob Norman again led the 
team from the front.  Thank you. 
 
To be able to still turn out four men’s teams is fantastic for the club.  Pat and Ed must take the plaudits for 
this, turning a team out most Saturdays that, I'm sure, would have qualified for the play-offs.  It will get harder 
to continue with four teams, mainly due to difficulties providing fixtures for the lads, especially at home.  
However, I am confident we will, with plenty of effort, still be running 4 men’s teams for many seasons to 
come.  Thank you, on behalf of all club, to Pat and Ed 
 
The Ladies XV won all before them.  Unbeaten in the league and reaching the National Cup final, they had a 
fantastic season.  Unfortunately, their big day against Bournville was cut short due to the virus.  Well done 
to Mitchy and his coaching staff for bringing the team on so far. 
 
Over 200 players, men and ladies, pulled on a blue, black and white shirt to play for the club last season.  
That is a hugely impressive number and one  we can all be very proud of.  A good number of seventeen and 
eighteen year-olds played regularly for the 2nd XV.  The playing side of the club is in a healthy  state.  Now, 
more than ever, we need to make sure it continues to be.  It will be difficult, but i am confident that with the 
coaches, captains and group of all players we have, and with a huge effort by everyone, it will continue to be 
in good health, whenever we start playing again. 
 
Bash 
 
 


