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The 2019-20 season got off to a great start with sponsorship and lunch income up on previous years.  The 
club now enjoys the support of over 40 sponsors, in addition to board and programme advertisers, together 
with a solid support base that seems very willing to attend the club on a regular basis and cheer on our many 
teams.  
 
The policy of trying to connect with local businesses and endeavouring to give some value to these 
organisations is clearly paying off.  In addition, new initiatives to try and fill the problematic early season 
fixtures in September and October also proved successful, with more demand that we have ever experienced 
before.  The appeal of good rugby, great beer and wholesome food seems to be a good draw.  
 
Bookings to use the clubhouse and its facilities for business meetings and functions increased substantially 
throughout the season.  We even now host Humberside Police for speed awareness courses! 
 
The season unfortunately finished early and we lost the revenue from the two final home 1st XV games, 
together with other teams who had got into play-off positions.  Special mention must also go to the Ladies 
who attracted great support all season and who missed out on a home semi-final in the Cup, a day which 
would have undoubtedly been well- supported by all the membership.  
 
We also lost the much anticipated and well- supported DRUFC Golf Day, which is usually played in mid-May.  
 
So, despite a great start to the season from a business perspective we limped over the line at the end of the 
season.  The assumption must be that there will be no rugby in the 2020-21 season.  Income from lunches, 
bar sales and other functions will be almost non-existent.  The good news is that the vast majority of our 
sponsors continue to support the club in these most difficult of times.  The vast majority are very keen to 
continue their association with Driffield RUFC once rugby resumes, which hopefully will be not too far away.  
 
I must mention the support and contribution offered by James Farnsworth and Rob Beckett.  None of the 
above happens without a good deal of work and dedication.  James and Rob are valuable members of the 
team and their contributions are hugely appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Ben Medhurst 


